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In spite of the fact that this report contains 0ld information,
1t is being disseminated for whatever current value it may have,

We.r Damage

On 7 May 1944 e few bombs fell in the Bunardzhik Quarter of Plovdive BSeveral
housss ware demaged and & woman and %wo ‘children were killed and geveral other
persons injured. :

New Construction Since 1945

There ha.a‘ pesn some new construction in Plovdiv since 1945:

&, A& workshop for the repair of motor-trensport vehicles wes being constructed
in 1946 one kilometer south of the city; it has not yet been completed, for
in the sutumn of 1949 the roof tiles were being laid and there is still no
machinery in the bullding; the building is single-storied, 200 meters wide
and 500 metera long; end ’ :

b, Children's nursery homes heve been established in the various parts of Plov-
div; Plovdiv hes five quarters and each one has such & nursery home,

Geners) Appearsnce and landmerks

Plovdivts bulldings are generally of drick or atone; none are of woode They avere
age two stories in height and even the most modern do not exceed four stories, Their
roofs are of Duropeen tile and most buildings are painted blue.
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The main street in Plovdiv begins at Plovdiv Station and runs to the Filipovo Sta=
tion, It has been separated into three parts: the section from the Gara Plovdiv
to Cuma Square is known as the Station Roed; the section from Cuma Square to the
Maritsa Bridge is known as Tdrgovske;_and the sectlion from the bridge north to the
Filipovo Station is called Kerlovska,t Most of the government and business offices
are situated along this thoroughfare,

About 200 meters esst of the city's most famous square, the Cumaya, is an historie
gate known as "EKbisarkepi®, It resembles an arch. There is also a monument to the
Psar Osvoboditel (Tear Iiberator) on Bunardzhik Hill,

Population

According to the 1948 ceneus, the city's population was 180,000, There has been no 25X1
abnormal population increass in the past decade, the change in population ﬁgurea
from 175,000 in 1941 to 180,000 in 1948 representing only a normal increase,

The majority of the population of Plovdiv is ethnically Bulgarian, In addition,
there are about 35,000 Armenians, 25,000 Turks, 18,000 Gypsies, and about 2,000
Jews, There 1s no friction between any of these groups., In 1948 an attempt was
mede to repatriate the Armeniasns to Rusais, The plan did not succeed,

The Bulgerians and Armenians in Plovdiv ere Christian, and the mejority are. re=
ligious, There are six churches in the city and at the present they are all open.

Railroads

The main Plovdiv railroad station is located south of the city. There is another
station north of the city called Filipop011.3 There is & freight station about
three kilometers east of the main station,

PR

Buges

For local transport thers are & few esutomobiles, owned only by & few higheranking
officials, sutobuses, trucks, horse-irawn wagons, and phaetons, There are six
buses operating in Plovdiv and quite & few operating in the neighboring villages,.
The city bus fare is ten leva (old currency); fares outside the city are determined
by the distance of the voyage. ’

Alr Tranaport

The militery airport outside of Plovdiv is also used for the one-passenger plane
which daily makes the Sofia~Burges round-trip, stopping at Plovdiv,

Militle

The chief of the Plovdiv Okoliya Militia in Plovdiv is Asen Ninkov, There is con=
stantly a change in the militia personnel.

There are six militia posts in Plovdiv, five in the city and ome in the office of
the Okoliya Militia, Bech post is staffed with the same number of men except the
office of the Okoliya Milifia, During the daytime the men remein at their posts,
but at night they patrol the city in twom,

The Plovdiv Communist Perty

There are 7,000 registered Commmnists in Plovdiv but only about 1,000 of these are 25X1
real Commnists, the remainder having registered for the purpose of obtaining food,

The Communist Party Club is located at Number 3 Station Road, It 18 a 5-story
building, the highest in Plovdiv, and a former tobacco depots 4ll of its stories
are occupled by the Communist Party administration,

SECRET/CONTROL = U,S, OFFICIALS ONLY

Approved For Release 2009/01/26 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000100150002-5



16.

17

18,

19,
1200

|21,

B

' * Approved Fvor‘}ReIeasve 2009/01/26 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000100150002-5

SECEET/CONTROL - U,S. OFFICIALS ONLY 25X1
=
The Party Secretaries in Ploviiv are Khristo Karate and Todor Spartakov, Other
Commnist officials in Plowdiv originally came from the villages \ 25X1
. . 25X1

Party members meet fvidq-ui-woek.’:b The Party Secretary collects dues (which are
1,200 leva, o0ld currency, per: ndneh) and issues receipts, A member is expelled
if he fails to pay for three months, ’

Hotels

Some of the hotels 1nlrlovd1_v are: the BMlgariya, Splendid, Astoriya, Musalle,
Mpskva, Leningrad, Karlovo, Molle, and Sredna Blilgariye, 4ll have four stories
and charge between 150 and 200 leva {old currency) per bed per nighte All types
of people mey patronize these hotels, Foreigners generally stay ai the Moskva
and the mll.. ‘

Jheater

There is only one theater, th_i Plovdiv National Theater, in Plovdiv, It is lo~
cated on the main avenue and in the center of the city. It is a large building
whose ground floor serves as a theater while families are housed in the upper
section, ' . :

There are four cinemas in Plovdiv: the Excelsior, Picadilly, Balkan, and n;»ttal.

all of which are located on the main avenue, Soviet films are shown at these,
° M""va\f/"’

Sport

Footbtall (soccer) is the chief t’oum-lporﬁ played in Plovdiv,

| Comments - | 25X1

1, Cuxa Square may be a Communiwst or Turkish name for King Boris Square, Accorde
4dng to the maps available in this office, this principal highway between the
two railrosd stations divides into four sections;
Tnyss Aleksand¥r coming between Ivan Vazov (or Station Roed 25X1
and Turgovska Streets,

2

{ 2
there has been an unusual population increase in the past decade,

3. Probably a reforence to Philipopolis, the pre=World War I name of Plovdiv,
and also the Greek name,
f’
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